25o          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
ment of taste. The intelligent planning of the rooms, the
space given for personal possessions, and the freedom to
exercise individual choice all help to promote the sense of
home.
The same atmosphere is found in classrooms and dining-
room, in libraries, workrooms and hall, where the vases'of
fresh flowers, and the carefully arranged scholastic material,
give a good idea of the character of the school.   Here, in
the laboratories, each girl has her own allotted place
for experiments in physics or chemistry or biology, with
shelves, bunsen burner, and apparatus marked for indivi-
dual use.   There, we find collections of pictures relating
to art or folklore or geography*    The museum .is not a
dead place, but shows signs of vigilant care, as do the
aquarium  and the  children's   gardens.    The  dreijahrigt
Frauenschule has its pleasant quarters for cooking, laundry-
work, or nursery duties, while the long row of folding-
stools, each marked with its owner's name, speaks of studies
taken in the homely garden.
Out of doors, once one has passed the first few flower-
beds and the playing grounds immediately surrounding the
house, one comes upon every variety of homestead, for
the greater part of the Blumenthal land is given up to its
farm. Chickens, turkeys, ducks, and geese; rabbits, sheep,
cattle, and Shetland ponies, are bred upon the property,
as are also the peacocks who strut upon the lawn or the
majestic swans sailing upon the cool and sheltered lake.
Such an environment has its own peculiar lessons to
teach to girls who get into touch with the different groups
that go to make up the domestic household; the farmhands
or the Hauskinder (young girls trained to domestic service
under the care of one of the nuns); the families of gardeners
or stewards whose children attend the convent elementary